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Nagarjuna was very active during the 2nd and the 3rd centuries. He succeeded 
the thinking of “emptiness of dharmas” which belongs to the Prajna tradition, and 
fought with Abhidharmic scholars, scholars from the Nyaya school of thought, and 
many others. He firmly negated the philosophical thinking of existence, combined 
Buddhism with philosophy, and established the basis for the development of 
Madhyamaka philosophy. 
Most Buddhist scholars on Madhyamaka philosophy focus their attention on 
Nagarjuna’s Mulamadhyamaka-karika, its verses, narrations, annotations, and the 
argumentations after the medium and latter periods of the Madhyamaka philosophy. 
Therefore, the research on the Vigraha-vyavartani is rarely seen. Some scholars just 
made analysis and proofread the original texts, but they did not do research on the 
pramana, four negations, and the theme of argumentation.  
The methodology and thinking of this dissertation comes from the Vienna school, 
headed by Japanese scholar Kajiyama Yuichi. The school tries to understand Buddhist 
issues by western philosophical terms, based on Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Pali texts. In 
this way, I can expound the meanings of the textual data by means of philosophical 
analysis.  
The topic of this dissertation is Nagarjuna’s Vigraha-vyavartani and its view on 
emptiness. There are seven chapters in all, including bibliographies and appendixes.  
The first chapter is preface. I will focus on the reflection of and current research 
on the Madhyamaka philosophy in China, Japan, Europe, and the U.S.A. 
The second chapter is about the biographical Nagarjuna, and the lives of 
Madhyamaka thinkers who did not live a leisurely life in the forest, but full of 
nightmares. I can say that their lives are closely related with the Madhyamaka 
philosophy. 
The third chapter is about the thinking of the “emptiness of all dharmas” from 
the Vigraha-vyavartani, based on the theory of interdependent origination and its 
nature of emptiness. I discuss extensively about time, nature of emptiness, continuity, 
etc. 
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school. 
The fifth chapter talks about the Vigraha-vyavartani which means transcending 
argumentation. The Vigraha-vyavartani means the theory of emptiness, which shows 
the “thinking of emptiness.” 
The sixth chapter is about the impact of the Madhyamaka philosophy and the 
prajna sutras on the aesthetics in China. 
The seventh chapter is conclusion. 
The first Appendix is the Vigraha-vyavartani in Chinese, which is about the 
prevention of argumentations. I translated it from the Japanese version authored by 
Japanese scholar Kajiyama Yuichi. My translation helps expound the meanings of the 
verses because some Chinese translation is very difficult to understand. 
Appendix II is about the argumentation between defender and his opponents. I 
have listed the argumentations between Nagarjuna and his contenders who advocated 
the existence of self-nature. In this way, it is easier to understand their stances. 
Furthermore, based on original texts, this dissertation is somewhat creative. I 
have made a list of five charts. I compare and explain the Vigraha-vyavartani 
according to Chinese, Sanskrit and Tibetan translations. I show the verses of the 
Vigraha-vyavartani in sequence and categorize them into nine themes in order to show 
the ways of argumentations. As to the theme of the “four negations”, I discuss about it 
by means of catuskoti. 
Last, the key point in this dissertation is that emptiness is like a diamond owned 
by a philosopher. It is also what western alchemists are looking for. It is there; it is not 
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